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S—t——£—F ECDC 9201, REFERENGE: USDAO TEL AVIV

€91%15Z. SUBJECT: US5 LIBERTY. - | |
fo ) CURREWT INFQ AVAILABLE INDICATES LIBERTY CONDUCTED MO SEARCH
FOR PERSOUWEL BECAUSE THERE WAS NO REPORT THAT ANY PERSONNEL WERE
OVERBUARD FURTHER THE SHIP WAS SERIOUSLY DAMAGED AwD AWTICIPATED
FURTHER ATTACKS. CONSEQUENTLY, SHE CLEARED THE AREA AS SO0 AS
PUSSIALE AND NO PERSONNEL WERE SEEN IN OR RECOVERED FROM THE

JATER. ™ SAGDING OFFICER, LIBERTY, BELIEVES ALL MISSING

PLESUde., ARE TRAPPED BELOW IN WATER FILLED COMPARIEMENTS WITH NO
POSSIMILITY OF SURVIVAL. THIS BELIEF IS SHARED BY MAINTEWANCE
CFFICER SIKTH FLT wHO INSPECTED LIBERTY THIS DATE. EARLIEST DATE
FLOUDED COMPARIMENTS CAN BE OPENED TO ACCOUNT FOR MISSING PERSONKEL
CANNGT BE DETERNMINED AT THIS TIME. COAPARTHENTS SHOULD NUT BE
OPZL) PRIOR TO DRY DOCKING FOR FEAR OF FURTHER FLOODING,
ANTICIPATE LIBERTY WILL ENTER SHIP YARD FOR DRY DOCKIwG AND

PLGE 2 RUFPBK M37 S—f—e—R—E—F ,
{EPAIAS AT EITHER WALTA OR NAPLES DEPENDING ON AVAILABILITY OF
DRY DUCK. SHIP COULD ARRIVE MALTA NO EAKLIER THAN 13 JUw, WAPLES
4 GULE, |

Z. @) REGRET THAT COMPARTMENTS CANNOT BE OPEWED EARLIER.

10 UG 50 WOULD PERIL THE SHIP AND THE LIVES OF SURVIVORS WHO ARE
IAkLua THE CKIPPLED SHIP TO PORT.
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